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Ek -emsed (HL- f*Lu ck board. the stray rn 3rk -s. the puff's of
eh..ilk . Lht smai! cakularion ^1-3 n E ^- d i,n MIL- lower corner , and the fiisf
Student s-tood in the doorway cLvurintf her throat. leaning 4 hag of
boohs against tht dtHffpost. Her lect were Juit Oil I he l hTeS-huld JIN«J a
blue diess. gathered at Lhc waisL , hunt half in his offieeH where you
could Smell the rtmO in the clay-pallid plants: hall in the corridor,
wllicli had no air at all . c *ccpr whil enlcied through Hie first-Jlonr hall-
way window.

The RiinlUi Ltjylaghi , Jsis lloury hands , the Mill blue dress ,

the round hem open to the floor , the hooks lipped on Ihe bookshelves ,

ihe open hox of cigarettes on ibis desk. He motioned and she shut Ihe
door jnd sal on a wooden chair, leaning (he book bag ^gsirui her leg.
l'liere wus in ashtray, bn: .rs a. plitlr . on hbs desk. filkil wclll [ He balls of
hro« n eLj£;ire[|irs. Fhe paper lit IIPE ll .nal. pi jin 11it ColllailMd ihe Cab
cuhtlort. lie took Ltiind Copted ihe lUtihbers fitKlly oftlo the Muck -
boani. SheMt hack bn (he chair, sighed. t'hu drvvs WHTS hi^ m ,i lent*InnUmerubk- Mils. MIC husmlne light IhTOUih fits p*Attest windows
glajuwJorail cool. Sht had A whik1 spot on het flnfiwrai^ red marks
cross the palm from li*r h-i«. And my rimutfeniTt as thin as IrelIislh^,

«Ji-o thuusht.
“And ihart tU Ihun is to il " he said, fueling a little silly .

Tuhtiinf- thaiv (ream his lurnd*. replacing ihe sncV in the groove* tookIn(L

to vw if there were any morttf^Tfowe in oiw other possibility* tlionpji.,"
lie said, :-,L|ujlil ii' j! OLil lllC window,"which E WOilhkl if yfiU Iki'i uH!IlI of/1

He Ittfucd 1o the blackboard,

Tielliising, she Ihoughi . * ! tried il this wattjjj S!»L nJict , when
he tu11 u single line of fiKuifsonIlie hoard.He Hirncd round.She icach-
ed mslde Ihe bay, inside a pad and pulled anolhei while sheet out,
lined , with a calculation across Ihe lop in liattpoinl. She uses ink . he
EhoupKl ; 1 could never work wilh all those LTOSS-OUIK. lie Cook Ihe
shetfl.H She sv -as -d.fraid ( o look right in- hes ear. lie ealealaled odl Load,,
and L -olcUlaldJ -ort ih^ buunh “Nut." He &mlr Upping forward.l,Therehs
no you could use this parliculir formula for itun problem,book/*
he ;dlJh pointing to the hbekhmad where hit would soon lw striding
jiiil writing, "think, it out Chi1- (ray/1 He wroLc figures, then erased nne
with ihe side ct his list , writinj! in another, thi scrum] was in its own

circle of chalk. I Ini would he [no dist -racting kn me, she thought,
Someone walked Ichm l lie gravel outside, giving Lhc impression il was
eailiPT in lht: morning than it was.. The sky clouded over, She hid
looked all bwr I be room foi wlui he mis111 have used as a Watering can.
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"Thank you," she said, lifting. Lhe lug, with J yellow sheet
in tier hand on which everything had bnq copied out,"IJo you under-
ffrl JilJ 1NJW uhour rkSKOl^lpossibility?" he Mid, lighting J cigarette
and x -cn inc jl In THL- jshlrny. The sun spread through the mom a yellow
gc|. I he blackboard filmed with twirls of chalk , the papers on the desk
Shiny with raided Jet ten. the ash,

Tlul die$icDnUim a very light , iltiKihle lumc, ahiminuni-
Ickii.he thoughr , nr stakes driven through ihc foci ol a parabola, EEc won-
dered i1 lie were righti/tfliB;wan there logically thfo other approach,
nr wap H something accessible onIy if you already possessed some idea of
a solution, and then only had to Work your way back ihrdugli Ihe
diarifl,nUvnick pitlkuay?

Nii one need tell me ^ second possibility , she thought , when
the iirsl is already so tenuous. She carried her shouEders like a balance
beam. Sin- kepi ta ont; side of ( h e corridor 3ml her skin brushed ihe ijJe

wall. Mie corridor lengih waj elicekered with light from ( tie open
doors: different shape* and llrtensdtites on wliieh hm round shadow fell,
tfyc* looked up. He closet the door, crossed out the npp̂ m(ment on
Ills L-JLUFIDUR.

In ins ItrtertaK was a theimn hot Me. Elc not it. A bird was
adtitflnt Another piudenl itod through thegnvcL He poured Coffee
i hr hulkiml siiftir were already added- and set Ihe cup next to the
ashtray which now contained one while cigarette butr with ull the
brown ones, lie lipfed his coffee, drew a tquire on a dean sheet of
graph pjpet.tnd two soied a\es. X and V. ihv broken one, Zr three
[minis, A , II, and C„ Then tie pul 11is cup Oil lilt sqUate and made a
round ring.

EEc “ji btek, hands clasped ufolMid Hie back ol" his neck,
head ul lilt sun. SonHftf walked downIhe corridor, cropped:the door
opened ahd Ihcsun Hashed in tii£ face,

^IsJt this one yott're interested ini” he K*idH pointing with
ihe ensure!Ie to the blackboard* which was a silky ffdd of powdei in the
light. Tht student lay hi* books on the desk and pul his face up dose to
Ihe streaming equation,using 4 finger .

“Here,l’l|close theshgde." There was no nne or Ihe gravel
path,bur a bicycle was propped jg.onst a Liee. white pointed amuml
the Drunk. "Can you read alright now ?'1 EEi =• own eyes, turning
around from Ihe window, Iminded. The things on [he desk were dis-
armtilted hy the wandfl of light from the window shade, the cube of
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IJ^III Oscillating I h-v ashtray. [ HIL- pen ;II'ILI ENSULOPE. rhe pencil,
tbc ffliidiet* the fto-ry Jidirtuk iti id tmiwpawrt ease.

The studmL turned. ML his *jy haek to the chgjr. hi*
fingers up .end over I lie hooks. *ll Uflrf&StoOd ifl J BtnCTl] *JY how 10
Jo Ehe Hung.'' he* said, "I mean, l huvtn ' i had trouble wlfh 1 hfc*t
1 Icei 1 UftfdMalld M . [Uhl* a eiicflh They liotli looted at Hie
I -|a ek hoar J.

E tic ynatluJmgticiiftfl scratched his head, in Hut holloa be-
iwccn thu [ wo cords, where riect; me1 sknIL Lblo .1 sensr, I suppose il is ,
hul not ift%r" he said. iJ wonder if tl u, he MnAighl.) "Howttir,
tlific JIT two modes of approach.. Mail you r|i>( j-c^i.L'?" Me got up. The
Student̂ hand dangkd off fiJs desk. MMother hand slid ( tie iti^ichbpok

N|i and do*n„
" V < iu LIIILIL-rs- TIJNLI 11 J ÎJNIC." lii1 Ljj . J fa c inn rhe hoard,

"IIM^1 t goI from here," pointing lo the tint line of figure*. ,Hto here,"

l -. 1iT:I J 1s JZ ID Hie holloHI line,Ek drew a lint1 Lo Llie Tight -if the taknLj-
tikm and wrote a big B J1 I he top ol the dean hJdck of space,"You
know , originally , L 1houghL I here WJMIO pT- iblem heir , hml you're the
second sludenL to come m and ask ahouL it . Now Cm hegimiiTiF to
ri Kink Yon understand the firsl pari , PJTI .V? " he sold , lliming to
sec the siintern nod+ 'LOkay, on 1han side . fll ifaow yon briefly 1lt?

OttiCF possibiLiiy for ( Tie firsl ran lhal may, nt lorn, clear up umc
or your problems with Ihe FOLK me ulutian." The clhait scfUpcd (lie
Hoot,

H e r a

the shade klE m ELghl Mlat Was iMfjnu and c funded, wtnle
Eo oranfW . lit didn' t want to look right 41 th* milhtmllii iin white
he wiote. There waschdk <*n hi* kick pocket. There wns ^n address,
Milwaukee, on umi of the eMeiopw; the sLudvni listened to thu stroke*.4 L -li.Ot nilId they topped. Feiind. He w^is liol wirli hk Jacket oh, Th*
matbemailcl*n Miueejud |jj*i him and helped himself into hkdt«ii+

sore now mon thu evu Thai liic iniail- mjodedngs* of hi* student*
was daily revested in Hie way Irualulion resuming front two equally
aCCWSihle pathways enraged Them.

WL'IC" rhe teacher aafd. seeing him smiling smiling
hcgaLLBO the t cueher him sell was Mamed m light altd idowing at Hie
odgea,, his skin and ( tie air fftrilnd Ihiiii fused by * Muck, sicca ming
outJlne.

Thu sender 1 copied only A , Lfu professor noticed that H
WH not generally JC copra We and hr opened the shade, le .ICLILDU (he
leifiin of oianpc and rounded Light , The blackboard onri:mure htcsrnU
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LLI active field DI
"'A EE ripiif nowfr" he said. adjuslina Ihe ^nude Eo maEL’Ei

exactly with the window HLLh.h. The sludenl noticed. and turnIn|i

quickly. .Mid [hanks, and closed Ehe door.
He looked at rlic Mackhoard, IILIT up to look flow;, anil

look an eraser to the dlvidlnn INK, hreakin^. tt up , iemipermeable
membrane . May He I! was disreputable.

The sludem unlocked hi* hike his *hcds tftwehed the
gfJYClt uitd ivnh hli leg ovi- T ilit1 hj-l iiml ih< h i r o J I i f l f t d u w n lhe
walkways where n was forlnddvn. he reviewed ES . They really weren’l
chut different dure from ( he tiittwr. so why b4tmr with ht>|hL He elosed
his eyes ntul feE( the tires OIL |h.e gniooth blacklop. 13 c woinlereLl why
they would put J full professor m such a sin a IL room..

After r f movLn j: A then U. he eiriplied the ashtray , L trimtiny
the brown HutLs hflplewly , t here would h-e -dt least one rnotceliamic to
tty Uiis . Ppf ihai one. Would MIL1 p.et it . thought He could feel Lhe sun
on his ears* equivalent , «.Mim.
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